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AUBREY THOMAS DE VERE e 1814-1902 
A Bibliography 


Of necessity, this bibliography has been selective, but we have tried to list most of 
the material by or concerning Aubrey De Vere. Our criterion has been to include the items 
which are of a critical or literary value, and which deal specifically with him. 

Although we had to duplicate some items from earlier studies of De Vere, many of our 


entries are not found in previous bibliographies. 
It is our hope that this list will be of value and of use to those interested in 


Aubrey De Vere, and in the Victorian Age. 
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POETICAL WORKS 
CINERAL GiiVEesrry (Collected and Selected Editions) 

LIBRARY The Poetical Works of Aubrey De Vere. 6 vols. London, 1884-1898. (v.2, new edition, with im- 
print: London and New York, 1895; v.4-6, new edition, with imprint: London and New 
York, 1897-1898.) Contents: - v.I. The Search After Proserpine, and Other Poems 
Classical and Meditative. - v.II. The Legends of Saint Patrick. Oiseen the Bard and 
Saint Patrick. Legends of Ireland’s Heroic Age. Early Irish Records. -v.III. Alexander 
the Great, Saint Thomas of Canterbury, and Other Poems. - v.IV. May Carols; or Ancil- 
la Domini. Legends of the Saxon Saints. - v.V. Inisfail, a Lyrical Chronicle of 


Ireland. The Irish Sisters. Early Poems, Meditative and Devotional. Poems for the Most 


Part Connected with the Great Irish Famine, 1846-1849. Urbs Roma. Saint Peter’s Chains. 
- v. VI. Legends and Records of the Church and the Empire. 


Aubrey De Vere’s Poems, a selection, Edited by John Dennis. London, 1890. 
Selections from the Poems of Aubrey De Vere. Edited with a preface by George E. Woodberry. 


New York, 1894. 
Poems from the Works of Aubrey De Vere, selected and edited by Lady Margaret Dombile. London, 


1904. 


POETICAL WORKS 
(Separate Editions) 
The Waldenses, or the Fall of Rora; a Lyrical Sketch. With Other Poems. Oxford, 1842. 
The Search After Proserpine, Recollection of Greece, and Other Poems. Oxford, 1843. 


Poems. London, 1855. 
May Carols; or Ancilla Domini. London, 1857. 
The Sisters, Inisfail, and Other Poems. London, 1861. 
Inisfail, a Lyrical Chronicle of Ireland. 3 pts. Dublin, 1863. 
The Infant Bridal, and Other Poems. London, 1864. (London, 1876.) 


Irish Odes, and Other Poems. New York, 1869. 
The Legends of Saint Patrick. London, 1872. (London, 1889 and 1905.) 
Alexander the Great, A Dramatic Poem. London, 1874. 


Saint Thomas of Canterbury, a Dramatic Poem. London, 1876. 
Antar and Zara, an Eastern Romance; Inisfail, and Other Poems, Meditative and Lyrical. London, 


a 
Fall of Rora; The Search After Proserpine, and Other Poems, Meditative and Lyrical. London, 


1877. 
Legends of the Saxon Saints. London, 1879. (London, 1893) 
The Foray of Queen Meave, and Other Legends of Ireland’s Heroic Age. London, 1882. 
Legends and Records of the Church and the Empire. _ London, 1887. 
Saint Peter’s Chains; or Rome and the Italian Revolution. A Series of Sonnets. London, 1888. 


Mediaeval Records and Sonnets. London, 1893. 


(New York, 1866 and London, 1881.) 



























PROSE WORKS 

English Misrule and Irish Misdeeds; Four Letters from Ireland Addressed to an English Member 
of Parliament. London, 1848. 

Picturesque Sketches of Greece and Turkey. 2 vols. London, 1850. (Philadelphia, 1850. ) 

The Church Settlement of Ireland, or Hibernia Pacanda. London, 1866. (2nd edition, London, 
1866. ) 

The Church Establishment in Ireland, Illustrated Exclusively by Protestant Authorities. Lon- 
don, 1867. 

Ireland’s Church Property, and the Right Use of It. London, 1867. 

Pleas for Secularization. London, 1867. 

Ireland’s Church Question; Five Essays. London, 1868. 
Contents: - The Church Settlement of Ireland, or Hibernia Pacanda, 1866.- Ireland’s 
Church Property, and the Right Use of It, 1867. - Pleas for Secularization, 1867. - 
Reply to Certain Strictures by Myles OReilly, Esq., being a Postscript to Pleas for 
Secularization, 1868. - The Church Establishment in Ireland, 1867. 

Reply to Certain Strictures by Myles O’Reilly, Esq., being a Postscript to Pleas for Secular i+ 
zation, London, 1868. 

Constitutional and Unconstitutional Political Action. Limerick, 1881. 

Ireland and Proportionate Representation. Dublin, 1885. 

Essays, Chiefly on Poetry. 2 vols. London, 1887. 

Essays, Chiefly Literary and Ethical. London and New York, 1889. 

Religious Problems of the Nineteenth Century; Essays. London, 1893. 

Recollections. New York, 1897. 






MISCELLANEOUS F 

O'Brian, (Edward.) The Lawyer, His Character, and Rule of Holy Life. With introduction signed 
A. De V. London, 1842. 

Heroines of Charity. With a preface by A. T. De Vere. London, 1854. 

Select Specimens of the English Poets. Edited by A. T. De Vere. London, 1858. 

Proteus and Amadeus, a Correspondence (with Wilfrid Scawen Blunt.) Edited by A. T. De Vere. 
London, 1878. 

Fraser (Alice Mary) Baroness Lovat. Seeds and Sheaves, with prefatory verses by A. T. De Vere. 
London, 1892. 

The Household Poetry Book. Edited by A. T. De Vere. London, 1893. 

Fraser (Alice Mary) Baroness Lovat. Sown in Tears, with prefatory verses by A. T. De Vere. 
London, [1906.] 


CRITICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS 


Books 


Alexander, Calvert. Catholic Literary Revival. Milwaukee, 1935. “The preface to May Carols (the 
‘Mary’ poems suggested by Pope Pius IX) is one of the most important critical documents 
of the century.” 

Brégy, Katherine. Poet’s Chantry. St. Louis, 1912. The author claims that the personality of 
De Vere overshadowed his literary reputation. “I have lived among poets a great deal, 
and have known greater poets than he is,’ wrote Sara Coleridge in a memorable passage, 
“but a more entire poet, and one more a poet in his whole mind and tempeiament, I 
never knew or met with.” 

Colby, Elbridge. English Catholic Poets. Milwaukee, 1936. 

De Vere, Aubrey. Recollections of Aubrey De Vere. London, 1897. 

‘‘*Recollections’ and ‘Autobiographies’ are very different things; and this book be- 
longs to the former class, not the latter. We have seen persons and places which have 
amused or interested us, and it occurs to us that if accurately described they might 
amuse or interest others also; but this is very different from writing one’s biography, 
with which the world has little concern.” (cf. PROSE WORKS. ) 

Egan, Maurice F. Ghost in Hamlet, and Other Essays in Comparative Literature. Chicago, 1906. 

A comparison of De Vere’s Thomas of Canterbury, with Tennyson’s Becket. Thonas of 
Canterbury is responsible for De Vere’s reputation in the nineteenth century. 

Gosse, Edmund. Portraits and Sketches. New York, 1914. 

Gunning, John P, Aubrey De Vere, a Memoir. Limerick, 1902. 

McGuire, Sister Anna Loretta. Aubrey De Vere; His Position in the Catholic Literary Revival. 
Brooklyn, N.Y¥., St. John’s University, (unpublished Master’s Thesis) 1943. “The pur- 
pose of this work is to consider the merit of Aubrey De Vere as a poet of Catholic 
inspiration, and the significance of his poetry.in the Catholic poetic revival.” 

O’ Neill, George. Essays on Poetry. Dublin, 1919. De Vere’s greatest work is May Carols.- His 
religious views may explain his lack of popularity. 

Pijpers, T. A. Aubrey De Vere as a Man of Letters. Nijmegen-Utrecht, 1941. 









oe 


Reilly, Sister Mary Paraclita., Aubrey De Vere, Victorian Observer. Lincoln, 1953. “Though not 
a biography in the strict sense, it presents De Vere in his relationships with such 
people as Wordsworth and Tennyson, Sara Coleridge and Alice Meynell, Loweli and Long- 
fellow, Newman and Manning.... The perceptive observations of a man like De Vere can 
illuminate for us the nineteenth century literary background because he was so in- 
tegrally a part of it.” 

Schrey, Gustav. Aubrey De Vere’s Alexandertragédie; eine quellen studie. (Thesis) Strassburg, 
1914. 

Sheehan, P. A. Early Essays and Lestures. London, 1906. 

Shuster, George N. Catholic Spirit in Modern English Literature. New York, 1922. “Chief among 
the Wordsworthians was Aubrey De Vere, a writer of exquisite mental poise and word 
control.” 

Taylor, Una. Guests and Memories. London, 1924. 

Thompson, Francis. A Renegade Poet and Other Essays. Boston, 1910. 

Ward, Wilfrid. Aubrey De Vere: A Memoir, Based on His Unpublished Diaries and Correspondence. 
London, 1904. “When, as Mr. De Vere’s literary executor under his will, I examined his 
papers with a view to publishing some of his prose remains, I found that practically 
nothing was written of the second volume of Recollections which he had planned, The 
letters and diaries, however, which he was revising with a view to their possible 
posthumous publication, at once struck me as in many cases suitable for this purpose. 
...These (diaries and letters) supply, however, as I hope, sufficient material for a 


true picture of the man.” 
Williamson, Claude. Great Catholics. New York, 1931. 
Woodberry, George E. Makers of Literature. New York, 1900. 
Woodberry, George E. Studies of a Litterateur. New York, 1921. 


CRITICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS 
Periodicals 


Almond, T. Leo. “Aubrey De Vere,” Dublin Review, CXXXVI (April 1905), 389-403. A review of 
Ward’s, Aubrev De Vere: A Memoir. 

“Aubrey De Vere,” Living Age, CCXLIII (1904), 405-410. Book review of Ward’s biographical 
study of De Vere. 

“Aubrey De Vere,’ Saturday Review (England), XCIX (Jan. 21, 1905), 85. Book review. 

“Aubrey De Vere: His Personality and Friendships,” Literary Digest, XXIX (Nov. 5, 1904), 597-598. 

“Aubrey De Vere, Poet,” Edinburgh Review, CCI (Jan. 1905), 27-54. Book review of De Vere’s, 
Poetical Works, 1892-1893; Essays, 1887-1889; Recollections, 1897; and Ward’s, Aubrey 
De Vere: A Memoir, 1904. 

Barnes, John. “Hands Across St. George’s Channel,” Catholic World, CXI (August 1920), 649-658. 
The author attempts to “show the harmony of thought between two men dear to Catholics 
all the world over—the great Cardinal Newman, an ardent Englishman, and the amiable 
Aubrey De Vere, an Irishman by birth and predilection.” 

Barrington, Michael, “Philosophy of Aubrey De Vere,” Temple Bar, CXXXI (1905), 664-680. A.de- 
fense of De Vere against those people who felt he was only a “man who wrote minor verse, 
and joined the Church of Rome.’ 

Brégy, Katherine. “Aubrey De Vere in His Prose Work,” Catholic World, LXXXVI (Oct. 1907), 1-17. 
“We find this one man bequeathing us eloquent political beliefs, literary and theologi- 
cal criticism of the first order, delightful reminiscences, and a whole body of high 
and noble poetry.” 

Brégy, Katherine. “Poetry of Aubrey De Vere,” Catholic World, LXXXIV (March 1907), 788-801. 
“Aubrey De Vere was one of the most sincere of poets and one of the most consistent.” 
He possesses a “solid and sublime philosophy which underlies his entire poetic utterance.” 

“Claims of Aubrey De Vere,” Catholic World, LXVIII (Oct. 1898), 143. 

Dixon, W. M. “The Poetry of the De Veres,” Quarterly Review, CLXXXIII (April 1896), 310-338. 

Contains reviews of De Vere’s, Poetical Works, 1892; Legends of the Saxon Saints, 1893; 

Mediaeval Records and Sonnets, 1893; Legends and Records of the Church and the Empire, 

1887; Legends of Saint Patrick, 1892; May Carols, 1881. “Next to Browning’s, Mr. De 

Vere’s poetry shows, in our judgement, the fullest vitality, resumes the largest sphere 

of ideas, covers the broadest intellectual field since the poetry of Wordsworth.” 

Andrew J. “Aubrey De Vere,” Atlantic, LXXXIX (June 1902), 829-835. A study of the prose 

and poetry of De Vere, as well as a few comments on the author’s personal acquaintance 

and remembrance of the man. 

Hess, M. W. “Poet of the Catholic Revival,” America, LXXXII (Dec. 3, 1949), 282-283. 

Hess, M. W. “Recalling Aubrey De Vere,” Ave Maria, LXXIV (Nov. 10, 1951), 583-586. 

Higginson, T. W. “Close of the Victorian Epoch,” Atlantic, XCV (March 1905), 358-359. A portion 
of this article deals with some personal accounts and anecdotes regarding De Vere. 


George, 





Hutton, Richard H. “Poetical Works of Aubrey De Vere,” The Spectator, LVII (Oct. 25, 1884), 
1407-1409. “Trained in the friendship of Wordsworth, we expect many and good sonnets 
from his disciple, and we are not disappointed.” 

McCarthy, J. “Swinburne and De Vere,” Catholic World, XX (1874), 346-359. A criticism of Swin- 
burne’s Bothwell, and De Vere’s Alexander the Great, with a comparison of these two 
dramatic poems. 

“Mr. Aubrey De Vere’s Irish Odes,” Dublin Review, LXVI (1870), 79-95. 

Northrup, ClarkS. “Recollections of Aubrey De Vere,” Dial, XXXVIII (Jan.1,1905), 7-9. A review. 

O’Connor, R. F. “A Notable Convert: Aubrey De Vere,” American Catholic Quarterly, XXXIX (April 
and July 1914), 215-231 and 394-406. A two-part article concerning the life and 
poetry of Aubrey De Vere. 

O’ Kennedy, R. “A Family of Poets: Mr. Aubrey De Vere,” Ave Maria, LIV (June 7, 1902), 716. 

0’ Kennedy, R. “A Poet and His Home,” Ave Maria, XLVI (June 15, 1898), 65. 

O'Neill, George. “A Centenary of Aubrey De Vere,” Irish Monthly, XLII (1914), 237-244. 

Parsons, J. Wilfrid. “Aubrey De Vere,” America, XIX (May 18, 1918), 145-146. A biographical 
account of De Vere which states that he is “little read...because his poetry is re- 
flective rather than imagist, of God’s world of spirit, rather than of sense.” 

“Poems of the De Veres,"” Dublin University Magazine, XXI (Feb. 1843), 199-204. (Article No. 2 
on Mr. Aubrey De Vere.) A critical review of De Vere’s first published work of poetry, 
The Waldenses, 1842. 


“Recent Irish Poetry,” Dublin Review, LVI (1865), 323-328. A review of Inisfail, in which the 


reviewer states that it, “comes last on our list (of reviews) but certainly not least 


in our estimation.” 
Sister Mary Paraclita. “Aubrey De Vere, Tennyson, and Alice Meynell,” Thought, XXI 


(March 1946), 109-126. “A close study of the unobtrusive Aubrey De Vere reveals the 

astonishing, but generally unrecognized fact that he was a most significant figure in 

the nineteenth century.” 

Rudd, F. A. ‘‘Aubrey De Vere,” Catholic World, IV (Oct. 1866), 73-86. 

Russell, Matthew. “Unpublished Letters of Aubrey De Vere,” Irish Monthly, XXXIX (1911), XL 
(1912), XLII (1914), XLIII (1915) 

Smith, Helen Grace. “Aubrey De Vere,” Irish Monthly, XXVII (1899), 64-71. 

Smith, Helen Grace. ‘ ‘Talks with Aubrey De Vere,” Weekly Register, (Feb. 11, 1899.) 

Smith, Walter George. “Aubrey De Vere,” Alumni Register, (University of Pennsylvania) VII 
(May 1902), 381-392. 

Stokes, Margaret. “The Foray of Queen Meave and Other Legends by Aubrey De Vere,” Academy, 
XXII (July 29, 1882), 77-78. Book review. 

Sullivan, F. M. “Aubrey De Vere,” American Catholic Quarterly, V (July 1880), 509-533. A criti- 
cal study of De Vere’s, Infant Bridal, 1864; The Sisters and Inisfail, 1867; May Carols, 
1866; Irish Odes and Other Poems, 1869; Antar and Zara, 1877, and The Fall of Rora, 1877. 

Taylor, I. A. “Recollections of Aubrey De Vere,” Catholic World, LXVI (Feb. 1898), 621-633. 

Thompson, Francis. “Aubrey De Vere,” Academy, LXII (Jan. 25, 1902), 93-94. “‘The death of Mr. 
Aubrey De Vere removes from us not only a poet of distinction but the last link with 
the poetic past of the 19th century.” At his best, De Vere, “‘was a most inspired anda 
true poet.” 

Towle, E. A. “Aubrey De Vere,’ Month, C (Sept. 1902), 232-243. 

Towle, E. A. “Recollections of Aubrey De Vere,” Sewanee Review, VII (July 1899), 271-286. 

“Will of Aubrey De Vere,” The Athenaeum, No. 3884 (April 5,.1902), 436. Lists the literary 

executors of Aubrey De Vere as Wilfrid Ward, Wilfrid Meynell, Mrs. Towle, and Miss 

Agnes Lambert. Corrects the daily paper report of a legacy left to the executors. The 

task of editing De Vere’s correspondence which he docketed as “‘to be published” under- 


taken by Wilfrid Ward. 


Reilly, 


St. John's University, New York Paul A. Winckler and William V. Stone 
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